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Simpsons Gap
Part of West MacDonnell National Park

Fact Sheet

Located in the West MacDonnell
National Park, Simpsons Gap is on
of the most prominent gaps in the
West MacDonnell Ranges. At
dawn and dusk it is renowned as
place to see Black-footed Rock-
wallabies along the short walking
track into the Gap.

The Simpsons Gap area
incorporates large areas of Mulgal
and is a major stronghold for over
40 rare and relict plants. The area
an important spiritual site to the
Arrernte Aboriginal people, where
several dreaming trails and storieg
Cross.
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Access
The turn off to Simpsons Gap is 14
kms west of Alice Springs along
Larapinta Drive. From the turn-off
there is a Visitor Information Centre
and Rangers Office 2kms towards
the Gap. Simpsons Gap is a further
6 km drive. The Gap can also be
reached by cycling along the
Simpsons Gap Bike Path from Alice
Springs.

When to visit

The Park is open from 5.00 am to
8.00 pm daily. Itis accessible all
year round with the cooler months
(April to September) being the mo
pleasant.

What to do
ﬂ The Visitor Information
Centre is just past the
entrance gate and offers a good
introduction for first time visitors.
The display highlights points of
interest within the West
MacDonnell National Park and
provides information on the area’s
natural and cultural history.
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Walking - There are

numerous walking
opportunities within the area, all
well marked with directional signs.

Ghost Gum Walk - 15 minutes
return. Starting at the Visitor
Centre, this walk illustrates the
native plants of the area including
an ancient Ghost Gum.

Cassia Hill- 1.5 kms, 1 hour return.,
Gives excellent elevated views of
the range and Simpsons Gap area
The walk illustrates local plants an
a self-guided walk sheet is
available.

Woodland Trail - To Bond Gap, a
return distance of 17 kms. The Ga
has a narrow cleft with icy cold
water (seasonal). This walk
displays excellent examples of
Mulga woodland.
Larapinta Trail -An

exciting long distance
walking track through the West
MacDonnell Ranges. From
Simpsons Gap you can do sectiof
1 or 2. For more information about

the trail contact the Parks and
Wildlife Regional Office.
Picnicking - Free gas

.1[ barbecues are available in

the shady picnic areas near
Simpsons Gap and the Ranger
Station.

] Cycling - Asealed bicycle
~ path begins opposite
Flynn’s Grave (7 kms from Alice
Springs along Larapinta Drive),
providing a pleasant ride suitable
for the whole family. Take plenty of
water and use the coolest part of
the day to complete the 17 km one

o

way ride to Simpsons Gap.
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Safety and Comfort

» Observe park safety signs.

» Carry and drink plenty of
water.

« Wear a shady hat, sunscreer
insect repellent, suitable
clothing and footwear.

« Avoid strenuous activity
during the heat of the day.

e Consider your health and
fithess when choosing a walk.

Please Remember

* Keep to designated roads an
tracks.

» All historic, cultural items ang
wildlife are protected.

» Fires are not permitted, use
the gas barbecues provided.

e Put your rubbish in the bins
provided or take it with you.

» Pets are not permitted in this
park.

* Swimming is prohibited in
Simpsons Gap.

. Camping is not permitted at
AN Simpsons Gap, unless you
are walking the Larapinta Trail.

Walkers planning extended afid
overnight walks are strongly
advised to register with the
Walker Registration Scheme
(Phone: 1300 650 730).

Department of Natural Resources, Environment and the Arts



Simpsons Gap

Part of West MacDonnell National Park
Fact Sheet

N To Darwin
Park Localit
2 8; Park Local,'ty West MacDonnell
ol aC: i ocda ity l Redbank National Park i
— SealedRoa ~ =~  Gorge_Ormiston Road
i i $2% ocn Standley - 3MPSonS
acl \ i
T jN \ Ffitsre (SBerpentmexChasm Gap ALICE
Park Boundary Tnorala Glen Helen orge’ Ellery Crk SPRINGS
I (Gosse Bluff) gmm Big Hole
g Cafe Accommodation ~ Conservation@ Hermannsburg Nap
" N N
m Meals Bush camping s /L’%eﬂ\ L- L Rese"ft =L~ °
| )] € LOOp Rog, , ™ o~
ﬂ Fuel E Caravan camping i Palm Valley, e, Owen ¥
Watarrka » Springs "%
National Park Finke Gorge &,
National Park ‘é
-
Kings.Canyon
: lllamurta ~
Kings Canyon Springs O, o Stuarts Well ~® Rainbow Valley
Resort Prings ~* ey us b
Conservation & Conservation
g m Reserve « Reserve
ik i,
: T o Tt~ ~ = = ©
NOARE ™ ain
Meteorites
Conservation
Reserve
i~
©
3
[7)
Uluru - Kata Tjuta Local 'ty M ap
National Park
Erldunda
Yulara Mt Ebenezer
con (=] 1| |  Jos)
c&irﬁariﬁs \ 0 25 50
To Adelaide Kilometres
. ‘.\\\\\- ) N
.z ey o . W,
. §: /“ R ‘ W S J\\\m.;\“w Ml iy, WLy, Wy, Wz, N, e j//f
H ; 3 PR Iy, W A T
. . B gy, Wy, i, s\, W g, Wi, ' Slmpsons Gap ;
- “, e %, \\:///uv KC ‘ . £ Ridge
) (ETIN 1N Rungutjirba “mw, . )
K g, ., : ‘ e, ' %e 000 Laraplqta Trail | N
O Bond Gap 7 e . ‘ . ;\\\\“"'\\\‘ 0, e N K L N e I e g L (Section 1) o0
ooe® ot ] i ? BRI S\’ Sha ¢ s v
o yreeemes, [l oree el cecton 2 AN e
S LTY) . -.. g %\ //
- ° PO 4 L . N .
~ . . oo 000,,0% N N !
) oo LYy rd N (
\\\ ooooo-.......... '0... ...OO... ceese0ease .'0. W 4 )
. ° s °e IS ) - -~
\ ‘eege’ < \¢ Bike Path i~ Vi
. s \1 AN /AN D
S 3 Cassia Hill 17 km one way-" ¢ Elynn's
ooy, o/ 18" 3o walk P e 7 Grave
S (s ; f AN N
S~ - ‘.'I.Q \) \J\’
S L 3 o | \.5 i
N O . I _
.. R E e
- ”’///”.."‘\\ //
; - _ _Rocky Gap ! e
1/,, N
SCVem,, N
2%, \
.,,/// .. N N )
Zz e N ek /
a 22 .0. N . cre N !
- b - Woodland Trail J
e 17 km return {'8
\\\\\ N ° ©
o Vgese e, e’ '
? ’ //.\.\\0.5\\\.\‘. ... //"' ”W/:...‘. Y \\
ER ‘L ' .
aw S A | To Alice
& 5 g \ Springs
% Wi, iy, ,,,;/; N N L -~
& a N Visitor Centre &
= Q
Simpsons Gap - Facilities & Activities \\O
3 = \a . -
S Picnic Facilities Overnight Walks —— Sealed Road B % yal
m Toilets (E\ Wheelchair Access —--—- Drainage Ghost Gum Walk e /
ﬂ Information Lookouts eeeeeee \Walking Track B \ Entry Grid Park Map
E Drinking Water E Parking Area eeeeeee |arapinta Trail .,““\\\ \ /
B Gas BBQ Bicycle Path = —————- Bike Path S \ % [ Q
P 3 ! o /
R ) s ' a® 0’ 05 1
Short Walks m Ranger Station L To Glen Helen & . e
N Ormiston Gorge L ‘/ Kilomatres

A/6/2005PWSNT  For more information see our website: www.nt.gov.au/ipe/pwcnt/ or contact Central Australian Tourism (08) 8952 5800



